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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL   
 
Here we are – halfway through the second semester, and while April has been a cool 
month, we know it will soon start to get warmer, and before we know it, it will be June.   
 
As you know, we have had a very interesting year.  Despite the disruptions in the fall, 
our students have been involved in some very exciting and successful activities.  Our 
student-organized and led Leadership Camp, held early in March, was an incredible 
success.  This event was a testament to the dedication and expertise of our student 
leaders, who committed countless hours throughout the fall and winter preparing for 
what turned out to be the biggest ever Leadership Camp at West Carleton.  We also had 
great sporting success, sending our Varsity Boys Basketball team to OFSAA, the 
provincial championships, for the first time ever in the history of the school.  Our trip to 
Italy went off without a hitch, and as usual, our academic results on Board and 
Provincial measures were outstanding, reflecting the excellent work of all our students 
and staff. 
 
Students at grades 9, 10, and 11 have made their course selections for next year and we 
are busy planning for the fall.  For those parents with graduating students, please be 
sure to keep the afternoon of Friday, June 28th open on your schedule so that you can 
attend the Commencement, honouring our graduating Class of 2013.  The 
commencement ceremony is the school’s celebration for our graduating students and 
we are looking forward to hosting a memorable event for our students and their 
families.  As has been the case for several years now, parents should note that with the 



large graduating class the number of guests for each graduate will be limited to a 
maximum of two.  A “Cap and Gown” form should have come home with your child 
recently, and instructions on how to pay this online should now be on our website.  If 
you did not receive this or want more information, please call us at 613-832-2773 or 
check us out at www.westcarletonss.ca. 
 
Another important note to parents of graduating students is to be aware that while 
students frequently plan additional events of their own to celebrate, such as a dinner-
dance, a boat trip, etc., these events are planned by the students and are not school 
events and as such are not monitored nor supervised by staff.  If your student is 
graduating and planning to attend such an event, please take the time to talk with him or 
her about the event and how to be safe while celebrating.   
 
Please take note of the school calendar of events in this edition of Cattails and 
particularly of the dates for exams.  The schedule for exams has been included with this 
semester’s report card.  As noted in the course information letters given to the students 
at the start of the semester to be brought home for your signature, attendance at 
summatives and exams is compulsory.   No accommodations can be made for travel or 
other family activities and absence is excused only for serious medical reasons, 
requiring a medical certificate, or other exceptional circumstances as approved by the 
Principal. 
 
I’d like to say a special thank you to our School Council who has been so supportive of 
our school this year.  Council continues their long tradition of support through 
partnering with us for events, keeping parents informed through emails and meetings, 
providing financial support for student events and groups and by representing us at area 
and regional meetings.  Our school is a better place because of the strong partnership 
between West Carleton Secondary School and our School Council.   
 
As we see the year rapidly drawing to a close, I’d also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our parents for everything you do for your kids and for our school.  Your 
tutoring, chauffeuring, fundraising, coaching, supervising, organizing and supporting 
go beyond helping your own student and make West Carleton a better place for all of 
us.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin Anderson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 
 
 
“Cooperative Education credit courses serve as the education systems best and most 
successful example to date as a way of recognizing student learning outside the 
traditional classroom as a meaningful part of a student’s secondary education.”   
Cooperative Education is a planned learning experience for students outside the 
classroom walls.  Students taking co-op develop partnerships with businesses within the 
community in which they hope to strengthen or develop skills that will serve them well 
in their future endeavours; be that University, College, Apprenticeship, or the world of 
work.  The length of time students are in high school is short.  Students have a limited 
amount of time to make a meaningful decision as to what they want to do for the rest of 
their lives.  Cooperative Education helps students make this important decision.  
Students are able to ‘test out’ a career before they commit themselves fully to that 
pathway.   Cooperative Education can assist students who are applying to post 
secondary options by giving them essential experiences that demonstrate commitment 
to their pursuits, regardless of the pathway.  Many universities require students to 
submit a ‘General Personal Statement of Experience’ and ‘Supplementary Essay’ in 
addition to their general program requirements.  Here students are able to demonstrate 
their commitment to their field of study, describing the steps they have taken to ensure 
this is the potential career for them.  Likewise, most college programs require that 
applicants meet other admission criteria, as well. These may include specific academic 
prerequisites, the completion of an essay, test or questionnaire; the submission of a 
portfolio and/or attendance at an information session.  Cooperative education is a tool 
for ALL students to meet these requirements. 
If your place of employment is interested in partnering up with our co-op department 
and mentoring our future students, please contact the co-op office at 613-832-2773 ext. 
375. 
Dual Credits are growing!  Dual Credits are postsecondary and/or apprenticeship 
training courses that West Carleton students can take through Algonquin College.  
Once registered, a student can earn anywhere from one college course to an entire 
Level 1 Apprenticeship, while still in high school.  Dual Credit course offerings have 
been published on the pathways website.  This is a great opportunity for students to 
gain a better understanding of their potential field of study as well as College 
expectations.  You can view the overall list of course offerings at 
http://dualcredit.passpathways.on.ca/course-list/.  Please note that the fall application 
period is from May 6th through May 17th.   

Student Successes 

Spencer Grakist 

Spencer Grakist is one of our repeat co-op students.  Spencer’s first co-op placement 
happened first semester of his grade 11 year, at the Carp Airport.  At that time, Spencer 
was toying with the idea of becoming an airplane mechanic.  As Spencer continued to 
grow, so did his interests.  He applied for co-op again, during the first semester of his 



grade 12 year in the field of Heavy Equipment Technician.  A new program was 
opening up for high school students at Kemptville College.  Kemptville was 
encouraging high school students, who were interested in this field to complete their 
Level 1 Truck and Coach Apprenticeship.  Spencer applied for this opportunity and 
finished his semester with his Level 1 Truck and Coach and some practical experience 
in the field working at Green Tech Ag. & Turf Inc.  Spencer is now in his final 
semester of high school and working at his third co-op placement, Nortrax.  He 
continues to work on the Apprenticeship requirements while at his co-op and looks 
towards finding a full time apprenticeship following high school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bradley Johnson 

Bradley Johnson is another one of our current co-op students who has found success at 
his co-op placement, Green Tech Ag. & Turf Inc.  Brad investigated this opportunity 
over a year ago when he went into Green Tech and had a tour of the facility to 
determine as to whether or not this placement would be a good fit for him.  With a farm 
background and a strong work ethic, Brad has proven to be a great addition to the team 
at Green Tech.  While at his placement, Brad works along side a Master Technician, 
assisting him with various tasks that range from assembling haybines, performing pre-
delivery  inspections on tractors and other machinery, changing oil on vehicles, etc.  



Brad will continue along this path as he enters the Auto Service Technician Program at 
Algonquin College in the fall.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to these students and all of our coop and dual credit students who have 
found success at their placements this year.  Keep up the great work!! 
 
 
Diane Mes and Jennifer Stewart  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRADE 12 DUAL CREDIT CUSTOM WOODWORKING 
 
 
The dust has been flying in class this semester while my grade twelve class has been 
hard at work.  In the Dual Credit Custom Woodworking class the students have been 
designing and building Adirondack chairs.  The objective was to build enough chairs 
and sell them to cover the cost of their own chair.  We were able to build 26 chairs as a 
team this semester and sold them all even before we were finished.  The Dual portion of 
the program is linked with Algonquin College.  Algonquin pays for all of the drafting 
supplies required and sends a teacher twice a week to West Carleton to teach the 
students Drafting.  At the end of the course the students are able to get a Drafting One 
credit from Algonquin and a Custom Woodworking credit from West Carleton.  It is a 
win win situation that the students are loving. 
 
 

 
 
We had three students go to the pre-qualifying rounds for Skills Ontario on April 20th 
in Kingston - Keeghan Slingerland, Taylor White and Ryan Medynski.  The boys 
worked hard all day, each  building a dog house.  We were very proud of all of their 
efforts with Keeghan placing  second.  Keeghan will join our team going to Skills 
Ontario on May 6th, 7th, and 8th in Kitchener Waterloo.  The team consists of Kyle 
Godbold and Landon Lassenba in the two man Carpentry team, Brad Foster for 
Electrical, Brad Johnson for Small Engines, Darren Skinner for Heating, Keeghan for 
one man Carpentry and Peter Spadaccini for Cabinetmaking. Good luck to all.   
 
Ms. Fulford 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT SERVICES 
 
 
 
Commencement 
 
Commencement for graduating students takes place on Friday, June 28, 2013 at 1:30 
p.m.  Invitations will be sent out in late May. 
 
Employment/Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Students are reminded that volunteer and employment opportunities continue to be 
announced during morning announcements, posted on our bulletin board, WCSS 
website and in our community service binder located in the Guidance office.  If 
students require help finding a suitable volunteer activity please come and see us in 
Guidance. 
 
Graduating students must have their 40 hours of community service completed in order 
to graduate and participate in commencement.  These students must have their signed 
community service forms into the main office by May 17 or have made specific 
arrangements with Student Services.   
Students in all grades are encouraged to complete this requirement early to avoid the 
rush in their final year. There are many opportunities available during the summer 
months; students are encouraged to come by Guidance or check the website for these 
opportunities. 
 



As of the 2011-2012 school year, West Carleton Secondary School is no longer 
compiling community service hours above the required 40 hours.  It is suggested that 
students track their own hours above the requirement and then they will be given the 
opportunity to self-nominate for commencement awards and scholarships where 
community involvement is a criteria. 
 
 
Summer School   
 
Information on summer school with the OCDSB is now available in Student Services; 
registration forms should be arriving soon. Both make-up and reach ahead courses will be 
offered at select locations running from Wednesday, July 3 to Friday, July 26.  Cooperative 
Education program is also offered. Registration is open from May 1 to May 31.  
Please Note:  Students must have their Guidance Counsellors’ approval to register for 
summer school courses.   
 

Registration 
Online  
www.ocdsb.ca/continuweb.ca    
 
Daytime 
Monday May 1 to Friday June 7 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. At the Albert Street Education Centre, 440 Albert Street 
 
Evening at the high school site of your course choice 
May 14 (6:00p.m. to 7:30p.m.) at Sir Robert Borden High School   
May 14 (6:00p.m. to 7:30p.m.) Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary School 
May 15 (6:00p.m. to 7:30p.m.) for Adult High School registration is at the Albert St. Education 
Centre. 440 Albert St. 
May 15 (6:00p.m. to 7:30p.m.) at Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School 
 
Final Registration for Make-up Courses Only 

 Wednesday, June 26 from 9:00 a.m. to 4::30 p.m. and 
Thursday, June 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 At the Albert Street Education Centre, 440 Albert Street 
 
Full details including course offerings, program information and cost can be found on 
the website at  www.ocdsb.ca/continuweb.ca. Click on Summer School (Credit 
Program). 
 
OCAS/OUAC 
 
Midterm marks are electronically transmitted to OUAC and OCAS by month end.   It is 
highly recommended that OUAC applicants log onto “Review and Change Your 
Completed Application” and OCAS applicants check their application transcript area in 
early May to verify academic information.  Please notify Guidance immediately of any 
errors or omissions. 
www.ouac.on.ca        
www.ontariocolleges.ca  



Enrichment Programs 
 
West Carleton Secondary School along with the OCDSB and local post secondary 
institutions are pleased to be able to offer a selection of enrichment opportunities to our 
students.  Various programs target different segments of the student population in order 
to educate, encourage and enhance.  Programs are held primarily during the months of 
April and May. 
 
Mission Employable 
 
A number of students, along with Mr. Carey, will be attending this highly successful 
forum for grade 11 students.  The one day event highlights school to work to college 
opportunities.  Students are provided with an opportunity to speak with local employers 
about their companies and the skills required to successfully transition from school to 
employment/college.   
 
 
Algonquin Connections 
 
The objectives of this one day event for grade 10 and 11 students are to encourage 
continuation of secondary and post-secondary education and to build awareness of 
career training opportunities available through community college courses. Nineteen 
different workshops representing college programs from Animation to Veterinary 
Technician are available.  Algonquin Connections takes place this year on May 1. 
 
 
*************************************************** ***************** 
Homework Requests 
 
Each year a number of requests are made for homework to be sent home for absent 
students.   We attempt to fill these requests based on the following criteria: 

• The absence will be for 3 or more days 
•  A minimum of 24 hours notice is given  
 

*************************************************** ***************** 
 
 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 
The Photography class will showcase their semester's work on June 15th, from 5-7 pm, 
at the Kanata Old Town Hall, located at 821 March Road. Please contact Sarah Kinney 
(832-2773, x 421, or sarah.kinney@ocdsb.ca) if you require more information. We 
hope to see you there! 



MAY 2013 
 
 
2  Last Day to Drop a Course 
20  Victoria Day  
21  School Council Meeting  6:30 p.m. 
22  Sundae Party 
28/29  Dance Showcase 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
JUNE 2013 
 
5 – 8  Musical Theatre  7:00 p.m. 
13  Senior Dance Show 7:00 p.m. 
13  Music Night  7:00 p.m. 
18  Graduate Breakfast  7:00-8:00 a.m. 
19 – 25  Final Exams 
26-28  PA Day 
28   Commencement 1:30 p.m. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


